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(21) Institutional Hearing Program 
directors; 

(22) Deputy Institutional Hearing 
Program directors; 

(23) The Director of the Office of Ju-
venile Affairs; or 

(24) The Deputy Executive Associate 
Commissioner for Detention and Re-
moval. 

(b) Service of notice to appear. Service 
of the notice to appear shall be in ac-
cordance with section 239 of the Act. 

[62 FR 10366, Mar. 6, 1997, as amended at 67 
FR 39258, June 7, 2002]

§ 239.2 Cancellation of notice to ap-
pear. 

(a) Any officer authorized by § 239.1(a) 
to issue a notice to appear may cancel 
such notice prior to jurisdiction vest-
ing with the immigration judge pursu-
ant to § 3.14 of this chapter provided 
the officer is satisfied that: 

(1) The respondent is a national of 
the United States; 

(2) The respondent is not deportable 
or inadmissible under immigration 
laws; 

(3) The respondent is deceased; 
(4) The respondent is not in the 

United States; 
(5) The notice was issued for the re-

spondent’s failure to file a timely peti-
tion as required by section 216(c) of the 
Act, but his or her failure to file a 
timely petition was excused in accord-
ance with section 216(d)(2)(B) of the 
Act; 

(6) The notice to appear was improvi-
dently issued, or 

(7) Circumstances of the case have 
changed after the notice to appear was 
issued to such an extent that continu-
ation is no longer in the best interest 
of the government. 

(b) A notice to appear issued pursu-
ant to section 235(b)(3) of the Act may 
be canceled under provisions in para-
graphs (a)(2) and (a)(6) of this section 
only by the issuing officer, unless it is 
impracticable for the issuing officer to 
cancel the notice. 

(c) Motion to dismiss. After com-
mencement of proceedings pursuant to 
§ 3.14 of this chapter, Service counsel, 
or any officer enumerated in paragraph 
(a) of this section may move for dis-
missal of the matter on the grounds set 
out under paragraph (a) of this section. 

Dismissal of the matter shall be with-
out prejudice to the alien or the Serv-
ice. 

(d) Motion for remand. After com-
mencement of the hearing, Service 
counsel, or any officer enumerated in 
paragraph (a) of this section may move 
for remand of the matter to district ju-
risdiction on the ground that the for-
eign relations of the United States are 
involved and require further consider-
ation. Remand of the matter shall be 
without prejudice to the alien or the 
Service. 

(e) Warrant of arrest. When a notice to 
appear is canceled or proceedings are 
terminated under this section any out-
standing warrant of arrest is canceled. 

(f) Termination of removal proceedings 
by immigration judge. An immigration 
judge may terminate removal pro-
ceedings to permit the alien to proceed 
to a final hearing on a pending applica-
tion or petition for naturalization 
when the alien has established prima 
facie eligibility for naturalization and 
the matter involves exceptionally ap-
pealing or humanitarian factors; in 
every other case, the removal hearing 
shall be completed as promptly as pos-
sible notwithstanding the pendency of 
an application for naturalization dur-
ing any state of the proceedings.

§ 239.3 Effect of filing notice to appear. 
The filing of a notice to appear shall 

have no effect in determining periods 
of unlawful presence as defined in sec-
tion 212(a)(9)(B) of the Act.
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